


Adjutantõs Corner 
 

Summer D.E.C.:  The next 

Detachment Executive Committee 

Meeting will be called to order by 

Commander Davies, on August 8,  

2026 at 1:00 P.M.   

The meeting is being hosted at 

Laurel Post 60, located at 2 Main 

St, Laurel, MD 20707. 

Remember, head shots for 

Detachment Officers and Chairmen 

will begin at 12:00 PM.  For 

consistency, wear Commander 

Daviesôs button down shirt.  

Detachment Convention: 

The 54th Annual Convention of the 

Sons of The American Legion, 

Detachment of Maryland took place 

on June 19-22, 2026 in White 

Marsh, MD and was once again 

very successful and enjoyable by all 

those in attendance.  A huge Thank 

You to the Overlea Perry Hall Post 

Legion Family for hosting all of the 

extra curricular events associated 

with the convention and to 

Convention Chairman, Bill Hill for 

keeping everyone on point.  There 

are a lot of moving parts and tasks 

that need to come together in a 

timely fashion which enables the 

Detachment to realize a successful 

convention which requires many 

volunteers doing there part as well.  

Thank each and everyone of you for 

your unselfish contributions and 

efforts. 

The Detachment was privileged to 

have the Department of Maryland 

Legion Family Leadership with us 

throughout the weekend along with 

National Vice Commander Jeremy 

Revell from the Detachment of 

Vermont accompanied by his wife 

Erika.  Vice Commander Jeremy 

was very complimentary of the 

Detachmentôs weekend agenda and 

activities.  Jeremy and Erika 

wanted to pass along their thanks 

to NEC Tom Deal and Alternate 

NEC Mark Fayer for being their 

escorts throughout their visit. 

The following are the newly elected 

officers and appointments for the 

2026-2027 administrative year. 

Commander:  John Davies  Sq 239 

1st Vice:  Mike Donnelly  Sq 116  

2nd Vice:  Mike Anderson  Sq 175  

Youth Comdr:  Kaden Hall  Sq 40 
Parliamentarian:  Bill Sparwasser Sq 277 

Historian:  Jeff Thorne  Sq 191     

Adjutant:  Bill Matoska  Sq 130   

Finance:  Freddie Taylor  Sq 77    

Sgt-At-Arms:  Mitch Matoska  Sq 130  

Chaplain:  Darryl English  Sq 218  

NEC:  Tom Deal  Sq 135            

Alternate NEC:  Bob Manzo  Sq 183 

Sr Asst Adjutant:  Bill Hill Sq 191  

Assistant Sgt-At-Arms:              

Kaden Hall  Sq 40                     

Charlie Turner  Sq 60                 

Gabe Dorsey  Sq 130                 
Project Chrmn:  Jerry Hudson  Sq116 

Americanism:  Mike Anderson Sq 175 

VAVS:  Bill Dawson  Sq 130        

Legislative:  Darryl English  Sq 218  

C&Y:  Sean Phalen  Sq 217            

Convention:  Bill Hill Sq 191  

Membership:  Mike Donnelly  Sq 116  

Finance:  Joe Lohman  Sq 60               

By-Laws:  Bill Sparwasser  Sq 277 

Scholarship:  Bill Hill Sq 191              

DEC Media:  Tim Thomas  Sq 60  

Volunteers to assist on any and all 

commissions and committees are 

always welcome.  If interested in 

getting involved on the Detachment 

level simply reach out to any of the 

aforementioned chairmen.  Your 

level of involvement is strictly up to 

you and your schedule.  All 

voluntary service is greatly 

appreciated and needed. 

Yours In Service, 

Bill Matoska 
Detachment Adjutant 

Commanderõs Project  

If you 

have any fund-raising events please 

reach out And we will try to be 

there. 

Jerry Hudson                            

Project Chairman  

jhudsoniii@comcast.net 
(Continued on page 3) 
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ôMembershipõ  

 
Before we start on any new 

membership numbers, initiatives or 

plans, consider this a reminder that 

the current year is still 2026 and we 

have 5 months to continue renewing 

existing membership. As of July 6th, 

we are at 98.75% for total 

membership but more importantly, 

we are at 88.10% renewal. That 

means 1 in 8 members did not renew 

this year. We do a great job of 

getting new members and we need 

to do an equally good job of keeping 

them. We all have 5 months to find 

those members who did not renew 

and reach out to them to find out 

why. Did they forget? Did they not 

feel wanted or involved? Did they 

move? If you need help finding out 

who your missing members are, 

reach out to me and we can get you a 

list. Consider this also a heads up to 

make sure you have active phone 

numbers AND email addresses for 

your members. Not only is it hard to 

get a hold of them but it allows you 

to send out messages regarding 

events, meetings and issues. Donôt 

just assume everyone has heard it 

because it was said at a meeting or 

posted in the bar. 

For the year 2026-2027 National 

Membership target percentages have 

changed. Our new target is 25% by 

September 10th. This is a more 

aggressive schedule than we are 

used to, but we will meet it. Reach 

out to your members at the first 

meeting and make sure everyone is 

current. During your summer and 

fall events, make sure someone is 

there to take dues and hand out 

cards. Getting those members now 

early means less work later in the 

year when those percentages grow.  

As always, squadrons are to send in 

a completed Squadron Certification 

Form and pay the delegate fees for 

the convention before they can 

receive their new cards. If you are 

unsure if you have completed those 

two tasks, please contact me or your 

region commander.  

We have just wrapped up the Legion 

Convention in Ocean City and will 

soon be getting our membership 

targets for the detachment and the 

squadrons. Keep an eye out on 

mdsal.org for information weekly 

about ongoing membership.  

For any information regarding 

membership or otherwise, please do 

not hesitate to contact me by phone 

(410) 926 ï 5884 or email: 

mdonnelly119@gmail.com 

Passing on a priceless heritage,  

Michael Donnelly                               

1st Vice Commander                           

2027 Membership Chairman 

Americanism: The 

Heartbeat of the Sons 

of The American 

Legion  

Brothers, 
It is both an honor and a privilege to 
serve as your Americanism 
Chairman for the Detachment of 
Maryland Sons of The American 
Legion. As we begin another year of 
service, I want to take a moment to 
share what Americanism truly 
means and introduce the dedicated 
Sons who have accepted leadership 
roles within our Americanism 
Commission. 
 
Americanism is much more than a 
committeeðit is the foundation of 
who we are. It is our commitment to 
God, Country, Veterans, and our 
communities. It is shown every time 
we proudly display our nation's flag, 
teach the next generation about 
patriotism, support our military 
families, invest in our youth, 
respond to fellow members in times 

of need, and volunteer to make our 
communities stronger. 
Americanism is not confined to one 
event or one program. It is reflected 
in the choices we make every day. It 
is found in honoring those who wore 
the uniform, preserving the 
freedoms they fought to protect, 
encouraging responsible citizenship, 
and ensuring that the values of 
service, sacrifice, and patriotism 
continue for generations to come. 
This year, I am blessed to work 
alongside an outstanding team of 
chairmen who each oversee an 
important part of our Americanism 
mission. 
 
Americanism Commission 
 
Mike Anderson ï Squadron 175 
Americanism Chairman 
Provides leadership for the 
Americanism Commission while 
promoting patriotism, civic 
responsibility, respect for our 
nation's history, and programs that 
strengthen our communities.  
 
Lenny Wertz ï Squadron 136 
Scouting America 
Works with Scouting America units 
by encouraging youth leadership, 
citizenship, outdoor skills, and 
community service while 
strengthening the partnership 
between Scouting and the American 
Legion Family. 
 
Mike Obremski ï Squadron 60 
**Fisher House ** 
Supports Fisher House programs 
that provide comfort and temporary 
housing for the families of veterans 
and active-duty service members 
receiving medical care, ensuring 
military families are never alone 
during difficult times. 
 
Sawyer Cornelius ï Squadron 
228 
**Boys State ** 
Promotes the Boys State program, 
giving young men the opportunity to 
experience hands-on leadership, 
government, citizenship, and public 
service while preparing tomorrow's 
leaders. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Bill Stem ï Squadron 116 
**National Emergency Fund ** 
Educates members about the 
National Emergency Fund and assists 
in promoting support for Legion 
Family members and posts impacted 
by natural disasters and unforeseen 
emergencies. 
 
Kaden Hall ï Squadron 40 
**Flag Replacement ** 
Leads efforts to ensure worn and 
damaged American flags are 
respectfully retired and replaced 
while educating communities on 
proper flag etiquette and the 
importance of honoring our nation's 
symbol. 
 
As we move forward together, I  
encourage every Squadron to become 
involved in one or more of these 
programs. Americanism is not the 
responsibility of one chairman or one 
committeeðit belongs to every 
member of the Sons of The American 
Legion. 
 
When we serve our veterans, mentor 
our youth, honor our flag, strengthen 
our communities, and live out the 
values of The American Legion 
Family, we demonstrate Americanism 
in action. 
 
Together, let us continue building a 
stronger Detachment, a stronger 
Maryland, and a stronger nation 
through faithful service. 
 
For God and Country, 
 
Mike Anderson 
Americanism Chairman 
Detachment of Maryland 
Sons of The American Legion 

 

 

The Boys State Update 

Report: 

Greetings Detachment of Maryland 

and readers of The Pride. My name is 

Sawyer Cornelius, Adjutant of 

Squadron 228 and your Boys State 

sub-committee chairman. 

Our 2026 session, held once again at 

McDaniel College in Westminster, 

Md., was from June 21-27 and totaled 

just over 100 graduates (or ñcitizensò) 

from across Maryland. In addition, 

we had three international students 

join us from Europe whose parent(s) 

serve our nation overseas. Weôre one 

of very few Boys State programs that 

not only invites Americans abroad to 

join, but works with The American 

Legion, Department of France to fully 

fund student airfare and tuition costs. 

Staff facilitated activities for the 

young men through the formation of 

a mock local and state government 

while educating them on the value of 

an engaged and active electorate. We 

utilize two utopian goals to hopefully 

reinforce the concept: 100% voter 

turnout and 0% unemployment. The 

citizens drafted and enacted a city 

charter and elected city officials. They 

also formed a mock legislature and 

elected assembly leaders, and over a 

day and half conducted a highly 

successful political simulation by 

debating and voting on legislation put 

forth in Annapolis during this yearôs 

General Assembly session. Finally, 

the citizens elected state-level leaders 

and two national representatives, 

with the latter attending Boys Nation 

in Washington, D.C. in late July. The 

young men accomplished the goals 

for the week: everyone had a job, and 

everyone participated in the 

democratic process. 

Citizens completed the required 

assessment, all earning passing 

scores. Throughout the week, they 

heard from energizing speakers, 

including Secretary Ed Rothstein of 

the Maryland Department of Veterans 

and Military Families, Rick Weldon of 

the Frederick County Chamber of 

Commerce, Robert Antoinin from 

Toastmasters, Dr. Allen Cox with the 

Maryland Coalition for Financial 

Literacy, as well as Chief James Pyles 

of the Cumberland Police 

Department. 

With all this being said, Boys State is, 

however, in need of help. We seek 

Legionnaires and SAL members alike 

to step up and fill the ranks of our 

staff. Boys State truly is ña week that 

shapes a lifetime.ò Donôt believe me? 

Join us next year to find out for 

yourself. We need you! 

Learn more and apply to volunteer at 

mdboysgirlsstate.org. Follow us on 

Facebook, Instagram and TikTok: 

@mdboysstate. 

Sawyer Cornelius 

Chairman 

 

National Emergency 

FundðNEF 

As we start off a new year, I would 
like to thank all those that 
contributed last year. We missed our 
goal but we raise $5510.00. 
 
There was some confusion as to if the 
SAL and their families were entitled 
to NEF funds. Finally Headquarters 
decided to add the SAL to those that 
are eligible. 
I have set the goal of $9000 for this 
year, that is 50 cents per member.  
Please help us attain this goal.  
Send your donations toé  
Detachment Adjutant 
William Matoska 
3115 Orchard Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 (NEF in 
the Memo section) 

 
For God and Country  

Bill Stem PDC and NEF Chairman 

If you need assistance, please 

contacté WWW.LEGION.ORG/ 

EMERGENCY/APPLY 

 

Children & Youth 

Corner  

I am honored to once again serve as 

your Children & Youth Chairman, as 

(Continued from page 3) 
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well as Campout Activities 

Coordinator, for the 2026ï2027 

Legion year. Children & Youth is one 

of the core pillars of the Sons of The 

American Legion, and I look forward 

to working with all of you to support 

programs that benefit children and 

families throughout Maryland. 

One event I hope everyone will 

consider attending is our Annual 

Detachment Campout, 

September 18ï20, at the American 

Legion Youth Camp in Cheltenham, 

Maryland. Last year's campout was a 

fantastic weekend filled with 

fellowship, and our outdoor movie 

nights on the giant screen quickly 

became a favorite. This year we're 

adding even more outdoor activities, 

including badminton, volleyball, and 

other family-friendly games. 

While you're there, be sure to check 

out PDC Michael Obremski's 

(2024ï2025) Commander's 

Project Playground, which is now 

complete and ready for children to 

enjoy. 

Our Children & Youth team will 

continue supporting outstanding 

programs such as Laps of Love, 

Special Olympics Maryland, Toys for 

Tots, Casey Cares, Junior Shooting 

Sports, Youth Academy, and our 

Annual Campout. I also encourage 

every Squadron to look for ways to 

support children locally, whether it's 

a back-to-school supply drive, 

helping a Ronald McDonald House, 

supporting youth organizations, or 

partnering with schools in your 

community. Every project, no matter 

the size, helps make a difference. 

I hope to see many of you at the 

campout this September. If you've 

never attended before, come spend a 

day or the entire weekend. It's a free 

event for the entire Legion Family 

and a great opportunity to enjoy 

fellowship while supporting one of 

our greatest missionsðour youth. 

American Legion Youth Camp 

September 18ï20, 2026 

9201 Surratts Road 

Cheltenham, MD 20623 

Sean Phelan 

Children & Youth Chairman 

Campout Activities Coordinator 

Letôs keep growing, together. 

In service, 

Sean Phelan 

Children & Youth Chairman 

Campout Activities Coordinator  

Campout 

Hi all, it is once again time for our 

Annual Campout September 18-20, 

2026. On Friday we will be having 

pizza I will cook up to around 8 pm 

but if any is leftover after that and 

someone comes in late, they are 

welcome to whatever is left. On 

Saturday we will have  a full 

breakfast for all who attend. I think 

as most of you know itôs always a 

good breakfast. I only ask that 

everyone have a good time and enjoy 

yourselves, also please clean up after 

yourselves as you always do.  

Also on Saturday we supply lunch 

and dinner as well.  As of right now 

we are in need of volunteers with the 

preparation and serving of these 

meals. 

We are asking each Region to 

consider to make a donation for the 

Detachment Campout to cover the 

costs of foodstuffs for the youth and 

their families in attendance.  We are 

very generous helping the youth 

within our communities and we now 

need that same generosity with our 

own children and families.  Thank 

you in advance for your help. 

On Sunday it will be anything left 

over from Saturday  a continental 

type with cereal for the kids both 

days.  If anyone wants to help, I 

usually start around 6 am so I can 

have breakfast ready by 8:30 am. 

Please contact me if you want to 

help, itôs always appreciated. Thank 

you all in advance. My contact info is 

410-446-5468 or e-mail me at  

daveh.195@yahoo.com 

Thanks  

PDC Dave Hullihen 

 

Casey Cares 

Our support of Casey Cares is 

ongoing, they are always looking for 

donations of any kind. There are 

several different areaôs to donate like 

Birthday Blasts, Family Festivities, 

Kammis Jammies, Caring 

Connections, Hammyôs Heart. 

There are several fund raisers they 

are having if you are interested, 

August 1st is a 5K run/walk at the 

Baltimore Zoo and October 1st is a 

Sporting Clay Tournament at The 

Point at Pintail in Queenstown. To 

learn more check out their website 

( Caseycares.org). 

Mark Fayer, Sr.  

Casey Cares Liaison 

 

Toys for Tots 

The heat of summer sure makes 

Christmas seem a long way off. But 

now is a good time to think about a 

Toys for Tots collection event oré

events! Iôm hoping this year we can 

make a record donation of toys for 

the kids who need this worthwhile 

program to make Christmas brighter 

for them. Please include Toys for 

Tots in your Squadron budget and 

event planning.  

Bob Gambill 

Chairman 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Special Olympics 

Dear Legion Family, 
 
My name is Mitchell Matoska, and I 
am honored to serve as this  year's 
Chairman for Special Olympics. 
 
I would like to begin by thanking our 
entire Legion Family for the 
outstanding job you did last year. 
Your hard work, dedication, and 
support helped make the year full of 
wonderful memories and meaningful 
contributions to a truly great cause. 
 
This year, our goal is to build on that 
success by recruiting more 
volunteers and continuing to help 
wherever we are needed. Together, 
we can make an even greater impact 
in the lives of our Special Olympics 
athletes and our community. 
 
Throughout the year, I will keep 
everyone updated on upcoming 
events and volunteer opportunities. I 
encourage each of you to get 
involved, invite others to join us, and 
continue the tradition of service that 
makes our Legion Family so special. 
 
Together, we can have fun while 
getting the job done! 
Thank you for your continued 
support, and I look forward to 
working alongside all of you for 
another successful year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mitchell Matoska 
Chairman, Special Olympics 

 

Scouting America 

Currently many of the various 

Scouting America units are enjoying 

summertime activities that they have 

in some cases prepared all year for. 

The summer programs these units 

undertake are core to the heritage of 

their unit programs. Very quickly as 

summer ends, they will be looking 

toward expanding new 

opportunities.  Squadrons are 

encouraged to reach out to your local 

units to engage. Maybe you still have 

a Legion 250 project to complete, 

here is some additional help to 

complete that project. Squadrons 

that may be looking for additional 

help with an event or project. Scouts 

are a great help with events like Flag 

placements, Flag retirements, & 

Dinners. By supporting Scouting 

Americaôs mission of developing 

citizens who are engaged in their 

communities. Encourage your area 

Scouting Leaders to submit an Adult 

Leader recognition award knot they 

can receive for concurrent service to 

scouting and the Legion family. Your 

committee is looking for additional 

members from across the state to 

help bridge the Legion Family and 

Scouting America. If you are 

interested, let your region 

commander know and send me an 

email inquiry. If you have any other, 

questions please contact me at: 

Buffalo8265@msn.com   

Be Prepared/Lenny Wertz Chair 
Scouting Committee 

 

Legislative Alert!  

My fellow Sons, Summer is among 

us, family picnics and outdoor 

quality time with loved ones, 

Vacations are well underway, but we 

must not forget about our Veterans. 

The American Legion family needs 

our help to get key Legislation 

passed in Washington DC. We must 

continue to contact our legislators to 

get these acts moving forward. 

Together we can advocate for 

passage of these Acts and reaffirm 

our dedication of enhancing the 

quality of life for our veterans 

through innovative support 

mechanisms. Here is the latest: 

¶ ñPay our Troops Act of 2026ò 
H.R. 5401, No change, as of 
September 16, 2025, it was referred 
to the house Committee on 
Appropriations. This will ensure the 

members of our Armed Services get 
paid in the event of a government 
shutdown. 
The ñSaves actò, Service Dogs 

Assisting Veterans Act, H.R. 

2605 has passed the House & 

no change on the S.1441 

(2025) it has been placed on 

the legislative calendar #342. 

The ñGuard and Reserve GI Bill 

Parity Act of 2025ò H.R.1423 

has now stalled in Veteran 

Affairs Committee and S.649 

is in mark up for an 

amendment per the 

ñCommittee on Veterans 

Affairsò. 

The ñMajor Richard Star Actò, No 

change, H.R. 2102 has stalled 

in the committee on 

ñDisability Assistance and 

Memorial Affairsò and the 

Senate version, S. 1032 has 

stalled in the ñCommittee on 

Armed Servicesò  

The ñShips for America Actò H.R. 

3151 is in the sub-committee 

for Coast Guard and 

Maritime Transportation, S. 

1541 is in the Committee on 

Commerce, Science and 

Transportation. 

The ñLove Lives on Actò House 

H.R. 1004, no change since 

being referred to the full 

committee on Disability 

Assistance & Memorial 

Affairs, Senate version S.410, 

no change since being 

ordered by the Veterans 

Affairs Committee to be 

reported without 

amendments favorably. 

Please go to https://

www.votervoice.net/

AmericanLegion/home and submit 

the auto-generated forms supporting 

these bills and let you Congressmen 

and Women know that you are 

holding them accountable to get 
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these acts passed into law. I have 

attached a contact list of all our U.S. 

Congress Representatives, please 

contact them today. 

Andrew P. Harris, M.D. (R), U.S. 

Representative, 1st Congressional 

District, 

Capitol Hill office 202-225-5311, Bel-

Air office 410-588-5670 or Salisbury 

office 443-944-8624 or by email at 

https:/harris.house.gov/ 

John A. Olszewski, Jr., (D), U.S. 

Representative, 2nd Congressional 

District,  

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-3061, 

District office # 410- 427- 5725 or by 

email at https://

olszewski.house.gov/ 

SARAH K. ELFRETH, (D), U.S. 

Representative, 3rd Congressional 

District,  

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4016, 

District Office # 410- 832-8890 or 

by email at https://

elfreth.house.gov/ 

GLENN F. IVEY, Esq. (D) U.S. 

Representative, 4th Congressional 

District, 

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-8699, 

P.G. Co. office # 240-906-6262 or by 

email at 

https://ivey.house.gov/ 

STENY HAMILTON HOYER, 

Esq. (D), U.S. Representative, 5th 

Congressional District, 

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4131, 

Charles County office # 301-843-

1577 or by email at  

https://hoyer.house.gov/ 

APRIL McCLAIN 

DELANEY, Esq., (D), U.S. 

Representative, 6th Congressional 

District,  

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-2721, 

Fredrick Co. office # 202-225-2721 

or by email at https://

mcclaindelaney.house.gov/ 

KWEISI MFUME (D), U.S. 

Representative, 7th Congressional 

District, 

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4741, 

Baltimore office # 410-685-9199 or 

by email at 

https://mfume.house.gov/ 

JAMIN B. (JAMIE) 

RASKIN (D), U.S. Representative, 

8th Congressional District, 

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-5341, 

Montgomery County office # 301-

354-1000 or by email at  

https://raskin.house.gov/ 

 

Thank you for all your continued 

support of our Veterans 

ñYours in Serviceò 

Darryl English (Sq. 218) 

Detachment of Maryland 

Legislative Chairman 
 

VAVS Variety  

Rarely has an organization owed 

more to a group of people, namely 

Veterans, than the Sons of The 

American Legion.                            

First, The American Legion itself was 

created by Veterans in March of 1919 

by Expeditionary Forces stationed in 

Europe waiting passage home.      

Then the SAL was established to 

allow male descendants of those who 

had served in the military to become 

part of The American Legion Family.  

As such, we members of the Sons of 

The American Legion, owe a debt to 

those that gave us the opportunity to 

serve in this magnificent 

organization.  That debt is to those 

that founded the organization and 

those that served, making each of us 

eligible to join. 

We should therefore seek out every 

opportunity to assist veterans and 

especially to help those in severe 

need.  One of the greatest needs 

these men and women have is 

contact with those outside their 

various facilities.  Visitation is one 

way that need can be fulfilled.  Plan a 

visit as individuals or a group.  If you 

know of any performing individuals 

or groups that can visit and entertain 

these Veterans, that would be 

appreciated. Working with the VAVS 

Representatives we can help supply 

needed assistance.  This year, the 

various facilities are Represented by:    

Perry Point Va Medical Center ï 

Thomas Deal 

Loch Raven Va Community Living 

and Rehabilitation Center ï Robert 

Filippi 

Charlotte Hall Veterans Home ï Jim 

Alexander 

Baltimore Va Medical Center ï Larry 

Ford 

MD Va Clinics & Centers ï Bob Manzo 

The NCR initiated a program called 

ñHost A Vetò to support the Loch 

Raven Va Facility.  This involves 

inviting a group (usually about 10 - 

15 Veterans and support staff) to a 

Legion Post during the day.  During 

the visit there is an opportunity for 

guests and host Veterans with 

similar experiences to interact with 

each other.  Of course, lunch is 

provided and usually some form of 

entertainment.  Overlea-Perry Hall 

Post 130 has hosted two of these 

visits, with one more scheduled and 

another planned.  Those hosting 

have gotten as much pleasure from 

these events as the guests.             

This is an example of ways to show 

our Veterans they are not forgotten. 

Thank you,                                          

Bill Dawson,  VAVS Chairman        

410-627-0091  
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VA Clinics 

Greetings,  

As we begin the 2027 administrative 

year, I am pleased to bring you 

updates on the VA Clinics located in 

Maryland. Did you know there are 13 

Community based VA Community 

Outpatient Clinics in Maryland? 

These clinics are located across the 

state from Pocomoke City to 

Cumberland and serve communities 

where there may not be a regular VA 

hospital. These clinics vary in 

services provided; most have 

Internal Medicine doctors, 

pharmacy, and other medical 

assistance available.  

In addition to the Outpatient clinics, 

there are also 9 Vet Centers that 

provide non-medical assistance such 

as counseling, PTSD care, Substance 

Abuse Care, and other great services. 

In most cases, you do not need to be 

enrolled in the VA Healthcare 

System to use these centers. The 

locations of the community Clinics 

and Vet Centers can be obtained by 

visiting the VA website@ https://

www.va.gov/directory/guide/

state.asp?STATE=MD&dnum=ALL 

I look forward to bringing any 

updates as the year progresses. 

Yours in Service, 

Bob Manzo 

VA Clinics Representative 

 

Loch Raven Medical Center 

Volunteer positions at Loch Raven 
include Coffee Station operation in 
the morning and Escorts in the 
morning and afternoon.  Items 
needed are Ground or prepackaged 
Folgers (Classic Roast) coffee for 
coffee cart and lounge use.      If you 
are interested call Pam at 410-605-
7000 x55877.  Dave Edwards, Chief, 

Community and Public Relations 
and CDCE retired on 6/26/2025.  I 
talked to Dave about 6 weeks ago 
and he said he has been with the VA 
for 40 years. 

Bob Filippi 
Liaison  
 

Charlotte Hall Veterans Home  

ñthe only Veterans Home in the 
stateò 

If you are interested in donating to 

the 

CHVH, a "Wish List" is available on 

the website, http://

www.charhall.org. Alexand  

The biggest needs at this time 

include body wash, mouthwash, 

deodorant, clothing and shoes. 

Please note everything must be new. 

Question, do you know what the 

commanders closet at Charlotte Hall 

veteransô home is used for? Well let 

me tell you a lot of the new clothes 

that you donate is put in the 

commanderôs closet so when a 

veteran needs new clothes they go to 

the commanderôs closet and pick up 

what they need. Remember a lot of 

our veterans at the home have a very 

limited income or not at all, this is 

why the commandersó s closet is so 

important, so please letôs fill this 

closet. It is empty. Talk to your 

squadron or your district and load 

up a truck of new clothes. I know we 

can do this so letôs get it done. 

For God and Country  
Jim Alexander PDC 
CHVH Representative 

Heroes Haven, Inc. 

We just held our annual Crab Feast 
on June 20th, and it was another 
huge success.  

Thank you to all that attended and 
helped support us with 
sponsorships. 

Our next event will be a Bike Show 
being hosted by Johnnys Tavern in 

East New Market, MD on August 
15th.  More info will be posted shortly 
on our website and Facebook page.  

We will also be hosting a Poker Run 
on October 10th starting at Harley-
Davidson in Salisbury, Md and 
traveling to various American 
Legions in Delaware and Maryland 
ending at Dor-Wic Post 218 in 
Sharptown, MD. Keep checking our 
website and Facebook page. 

Octoberôs quickly approaching! We 
have started recruiting for this yearôs 
recipients for our annual Deer Hunt. 
Every year we host Veterans and 1st 
responders during the 1st Muzzle 
Loading Season of the Maryland 
Deer Hunting season. Hunting 
Properties are all lined up and 
Weapons have been ordered. Any 
support you can offer is greatly 
appreciated as this is one of the 
biggest expenses we have each year. 
We are well underway coordinating 
this yearôs event and look forward to 
providing this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for our guest Heroes. 

Please go online to 
www.heroeshaven.org and on 
Facebook at Heroes Haven, Inc. to 
learn more about our organization 
and stay informed of our upcoming 
events. 

Thank you for all your support and 
we ask for your continued support so 
we can continue our mission to 
provide outdoor activities and 
support for various needs to our 
Nations Injured Veterans and First 
Responders.  

 
Darryl English  

Heroes Haven, Inc.  
Executive Committee Member 
 

Perry Point VA Medical Center 

Perrypoint is open to all volunteers. 
Celebrations included: BINGO, 
musical groups, and LOTS of visits. 
If you want to plan a visit, host a 
party or just talk to our veterans, or 
if you were not able to make a 
donation over the holidays, you can 
still make a donation. The donations 
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will be used throughout the year for 
special occasions. Letôs not forget 
our Veterans throughout the 
summer. Summertime brings 
cookouts and outdoor visits. The 
summer months are slow for 
volunteers visiting.  Take the time 
and make a difference to a Veteran. 
Contact Brandi Sima at 410-642-
1038. 

You can see more about volunteering 
and working with us and donating at 
the link below. 

https://www.va.gov/maryland-
health-care/work-with-us/
#volunteer-or-donate 

Thank you to everyone who 
volunteers, donates and/or 
participates in any of the activities 
for our Veterans. 

Perry Point volunteers needed:  

Coffee Station: Monday and/or 
Friday mornings, Red Coat: 
Thursday mornings 8-noon, 
Protestant Service Escorts: Sunday 
mornings 

Museum: 10am-2pm Thursdays, 
1st & 3rd Saturday March-November 
& as needed for special tours. 

Perry Point items 
needs: Laundry Detergent (Pods 
preferred), Full size toiletries, Body 
wash/shampoo combo bottles, 
Lotion (whole body), Disposable 
razors (at least triple blade please), 
4X-5X menôs shirts, pants, S-5x 
sweatpants, Menôs socks ï black, 
mid crew or crew length, Fishing line 
( 10-12 lb), sinkers (3/4 to 1 oz 
weight) and hooks. 

Follow VA Maryland on Facebook 
for VA Maryland volunteer updates! 

https://wwhttps://
www.facebook.com/groups/
vamhcsvolunteersw.facebook.com/
groups/vamhcsvolunteers 

 
Tell a friend about volunteering for 
Veterans at the VA Maryland Health 
Care System. You can contribute to 
the Veteran community. Meet 
interesting people. Develop job 
skills. Earn community service hours 
towards school requirements. 

Explore career & educational 
opportunities. Gain valuable 
experience in a health care setting. 
Make a difference by giving back to 
others. Serve those who served - our 
Nation's Veterans. 

 
The National Veterans Golden Age 
Games are open to U.S. military 
Veterans who are 55 years old or 
beyond by December 31, 2025. To 
register, you must be enrolled for VA 
health care. The 2026 Games in 
Tampa will include 21 medaled 
sports events. There are eight (8) age 
categories and three (3) divisions: 
ambulatory, visually impaired, and 
wheelchair. 
 

Pictured L-R are: 

Scotty Wilson, Commander Dale 
DeWeese, Brent Mills, Mike Fayer, Post 
Commander Mark Fayer, Robert Marley, 
Pat Vitrone, Steve Kenton. 

PDC Tom Deal 

Perry Point VA Rep. 

 

Hello Detachment of Maryland, 
 
 Did you know that Fisher House 
offers ña home away from homeò at 
no cost for families of patients 
receiving medical care at military 
treatment facilities and rely heavily 
on community donations. There are 
a total of 100 houses nationwide 
with approximately 570,000+ 
families served so far.  Each Fisher 
House offers comfortable 
accommodations that allow military 
families to focus on the medical care 
and recovery of their loved one.  The 
houses have well-stocked community 

kitchens and inviting living rooms.  
Fisher House also has a beautiful 
library where guests can simply relax 
or enjoy some private conversations.   
Other features include a playroom 
with toys for children at select 
houses, laundry facilities, 
housekeeping services, and common 
area computers with internet access. 
However, Fisher House still needs 
help with support not only in 
monetary donations but also that of 
non-perishable items and I know 
that the Detachment of Maryland 
and the rest of the American Legion 
Family can help step up.  
 
To Donate: Contact the Bethesda 
team at (301) 857-9494 or bring 
your donation to our Detachment 
DEC meetings. 

Specific Needs: For Bethesda 
Fisher House.   https://
www.navymarinecorpsfisherhouses.c
om/locations/bethesd 
Other Locations: To find other 
regional houses or browse their 
registries, use the Fisher House 
Foundation location finder please 
visit :         https://
www.fisherhouse.org/ 

Just to name a few of the most 
needed items: 

Gift Cards: Walmart, Target, grocery 
stores, Visa/Mastercard, or gas 

Individually Wrapped Snacks: 
Granola bars, trail mix, crackers, fruit 
cups, and bottled water. 

Household Supplies: Paper towels, 
disposable coffee cups, laundry 
detergent, toilet paper and Lysol 
wipes. 
 
Personal Care: Unopened/new 
toiletries, travel-sized body lotion, and 
dental floss. 
 
Letôs all get together as a Legion 
Family and help with ñBuilding a 
place for Heroes to Gather, Share 
and Heal ñ for our Veterans and their 
families, 
 
Respectfully, 
PDC Mike Obremski 
Fisher House 
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2026 at 
our BE THE ONE event. You can 
win a balcony cabin for two on the 
up coming 

 

 

Michael Watts 

Be The One Chairman       

Detachment of Maryland 
amcricanlegionophbetheone@yahoo.com 

667-494-2667 

 

Convention Committee  

Our first 53rd Annual Convention is  

now in the history books!  

As always it was a good time to come 

together from across the state and 

catch up with old friends, make new 

ones and share in the overall 

comradery we have as members of 

the Sons of The American Legion.  

It was again held at the Hilton 

Whitemarsh, and overall it felt as if it 

went well and everyone was enjoying 

themselves.   

(Continued from page 9) 
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Would again like to extend a great 

note of appreciation to Overlea-

Perryhall American Legion Post 130 

for their generous and gracious 

hospitality during the entire 

weekend, and for hosting our 

outdoor events.  The success and 

complements we received, go to you 

and your entire Legion Family.  

Thank you!!  

Now itôs time to start planning for 

our 54th Annual Convention!  

Weôre still working out the details of 

the location, but most likely it will be 

in the same location.  

Details for the hotel may be available 

on our website before the Fall DEC.  

As well as details for all other events 

will be detailed in the convention 

packages being distributed shortly 

after the new year and will be 

updated on our website 

www.mdsal.org.   

On behalf of the Convention 
Committee, we look forward to 
seeing you at the convention and if 
there are any questions, please let us 
know.  
 

For God and Country, 

Bill Hill 

Chairman  

Western Maryland 

Region  

Welcome to the new administration 

year 2026-2027. As we move 

forward with a new year, I look 

forward to working with all of you in 

Western Maryland Region to move 

this region into where I know it can 

be. We are coming up with some 

fund-raising ideas to help 

supplement things we need to do 

throughout the year. If you have any 

ideas or would like to hold an event, 

please bring them to the meeting to 

be voted on.  

The next Detachment meeting will 

be August 8th at Post 60 Laurel at 

1pm. I hope to see as many of you 

there as possible. 

The first Western Maryland Region 

meeting will be September 5th, at 

Squadron 200 Hampstead. The next 

will be December 5th, at Squadron 

42 Morris Frock, February 15, 2027 

191 Gold Star Mt. Airy, May 15th 189 

Barton.  

The Detachment Commander 
Western Marylandôs own; John 
Davies has a new theme for this year 
and that is Passing on our 
Priceless Heritage! Please 
contribute to his Project at Heros 
Ridge at Ravens Rock to build a 
covered Fire pit and patio as well as 
the walkways down so that all 
veterans can enjoy the comradery 
and discussions around the fire pit!!  

Thank you and hope to see you 

there, 

Jerry Hudson 

WMR Commander  

jhudsoniii@comcast.net        
  

Eastern Shore Region  

Members,  

Thank You for all your support the 

past few years as your Vice 

Commander and I greatly appreciate 

your continued support electing me 

as your Commander for 2026-2027. 

I look forward to helping you all in 

continuing our mission supporting 

The American Legion and its pillars. 

Please reach out to your officers or 

myself for any help, guidance and 

advise this year. My phone is always 

on, and my emails are checked 

frequently. Here are your newly 

elected Officers for 2026/ 2027 are:  

Commander- Darryl English (218), 

cell, 410-430-2019, email is 

Englishsta14@msn.com 

Vice Commander- Michael Brison 

(18), cell 484-753-3628, email is 

esradjutant@gmail.com 

Adjutant- Jason Miller (18), cell 410-

490-2550, email is 

Jasoncmiller@gmail.com 

Finance Officer ï Tom Deal (135) 

cell 443-206-0402, email is 

tom.deal@verizon.net 

SGT at Arms- Tyrone Bailey (77) cell 

410-725-5101, email is 

baileytyron78@gmail.com 

Chaplain ï Micheal (Mike) Fayer 

(135) cell 423-539-4423, email is 

jmfayer@gmail.com  

Historian ï Freddie Taylor (77) cell 

410-690-1950, email is 

bentay1455@gmail.com 

DEC assignments are as follows: 

Walt Ragan - Sqôs 194, 135 & 15 

Michael Brison - Sqôs 18 & 278 

Hal Hopkins - Sqôs 228, 246 & 36 

Tyrone Bailey - Sqôs 77, 296 & 29 

Charles Jenkins - Sqôs 243, 91, 87 & 

269 

Leon Miller- Sqôs - 145, 64, 166 &123 

Avery Purnell- Sqôs - 231, 94, 93, 16 

Commander English ï Sqôs 218 & 
237 

 

Meetings 2026-2027 

August 23, 2026, @ Dor-Wic Post 

218: Meeting at 1p, lunch to follow 

November 22, 2026, @ Blake 

Blackston Post 77: Meeting at 1p, 

lunch to follow 

February 21, 2027, @ Caroline Post 

29: Meeting at 1p, lunch to follow 

June 6, 2027, @ Dorchester Post 91: 

Lunch at 1p, Meeting at 2p followed 

by Caucus.  

Again ñThank Youò to every Blue Cap 

member for your hard work to make 

the ESR the best it can be. We look 

forward to helping each of you to 

have a great 2026/ 2027 

membership year. Please reach out 
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with any questions to any of your 

Eastern Shore Region leadership 

team if we can be of any assistance. 

ñThe 2027 membership year 

has officially begun! Together we 

can build a strong start. Also, keep 

reaching out to our 2026 expired 

members and encourage them to 

renew for 2026. You or they can 

renew now at:  legion.org/sal-renew 

Everyone is encouraged to attend 

our ESR meetingôs and the DEC 

meeting. You can find an updated 

this of the DEC meeting online at 

mdsal.org. 

Please be sure to forward us your 

event fliers for your squadron or 

post. We will help pass the word and 

place it on our website if possible. 

ñYours in Serviceò 

Darryl English (Sq218) 

Detachment of Maryland 

ESR- Commander 2026-2027 

 

Southern Maryland  

Region  

SMR Squadron Officers and 

Members, 

My sincerest hope is that everyone is 

staying cool and well hydrated as we 

work our way through the high 

temperatures and smoky conditions 

that summer has brought our way. 

With that said, I want to begin with a 

heartfelt thank you and well done to 

Jerry Darnell for his outstanding 

leadership during his two terms as 

Southern Maryland Region (SMR) 

Commander. His unwavering 

commitment to the Sons of The 

American Legion family, coupled 

with his attention to detail and 

servant leadership, has been truly 

remarkable. The example he has set 

through leadership and mentorship 

has inspired me, and I am honored 

and excited to begin my own journey 

as your Regional Commander. 

As I take on this responsibility, I will 

be relying on the dedication and 

support of our SMR officers and our 

27 outstanding squadrons. Together, 

we proudly carry a priceless heritage, 

and together we will continue 

providing the exceptional American 

Legion support our veterans, our 

nation, our local communities, and 

our children and youth deserveðthe 

very foundations upon which the 

Four Pillars of The American Legion 

stand. 

Across Southern Maryland, our 

commanders and officers continue to 

uphold a proud tradition of 

Americanism with a strong sense of 

purpose. Preserving and passing on 

that legacy to future generations is 

one of our greatest responsibilities. I 

encourage every squadron to remain 

vigilant and committed in recruiting 

new members. The continued 

growth of our squadrons is essential 

not only to preserving our heritage 

but also to ensuring the long-term 

strength of the entire American 

Legion Family. 

Because the Southern Maryland 

Region covers nearly 20 percent of 

the State of Maryland, maintaining 

effective communication among our 

squadrons is essential. To help us 

stay connected, I ask that all 

squadron commanders and 

adjutants ensure required reports 

and forms are submitted on time and 

that the SMR Commander and 

Adjutant always have the most 

current contact information for your 

officers. Please also courtesy copy 

the SMR Adjutant at 

SAL_SMR_Adjutant@Outlook.com 

on all squadron form submissions. 

He maintains our regional records 

and keeps your assigned DECmen 

informed of officer changes, 

important updates, and upcoming 

events. 

I also want to invite everyone to 

attend our annual SMR Draw Down 

on October 24 at Post 60 in Laurel. I 

encourage every squadron to support 

this outstanding event, as the 

proceeds will benefit the Charlotte 

Hall Veterans Home and 

Detachment Commander Davie's 

project. Your DECmen will be 

sharing additional information and 

tickets in the coming weeks. 

Finally, we expect to finalize this 

year's SMR meeting and event 

schedule before the end of August. 

Once completed, the schedule will be 

distributed by email and posted on 

our social media platforms. I also 

encourage every squadron to share 

your event flyers, calendars, and 

information about the projects and 

activities you support. We are proud 

of the great work being done 

throughout our region and will 

gladly help promote your events 

whenever possible. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 

serve as your Southern Maryland 

Region Commander. I look forward 

to working alongside each of you as 

we continue strengthening our 

squadrons, serving our communities, 

and honoring those who have served 

our nation. Together, we will 

continue building on the proud 

legacy of the Sons of The American 

Legion. 

     

For God and County,  

Lenny Wertz 

Buffalo8265@MSN.Com 

 

NEC Update!  

I bring you greetings from our SAL 
National Commander William ñBillò 
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Clancy from New York. BE THE 
ONE, IS STILL THE FOCUS TO 
HELP END VETERAN SUICIDE. 
Commander Clancy has represented 
the SAL very well this year traveling 
around to various Detachments.  We 
are still collecting 2026 dues and 
need to renew all members possible. 
Do not wait. Remember, any 
member who has not renewed 2026 
is delinquent. The new membership 
year started July 1st. Begin your 
renewal process right away and each 
member can pay their dues online at 
Https://mylegion.org/
personifyebusiness/Membership/
SAL-Renew as long as your email is 
registered with you member number. 

SAL National Convention is in 
Louisville, KY this year on August 28
-30th.  Agenda and more info will be 
available as we get closer to 
Convention. For more information 
about our organization go to 
www.legion.org/sons and check out 
all of the great programs of the Sons 
of The American Legion we support 
and get a \glimpse into how others 
across the country support the Sons. 

 

Tom Deal 

National Executive Committeeman 

Detachment of Maryland 

Sons of The American Legion 

 

_________________________ 

 

PDC Mike Obremskiôs 

Playground Project is now  

completed at the 

Southern Maryland Youth Camp 

 

Pictured in the lower photo 

from left to right 

is PDC Mike Obremski and 

two of the Playground Installers 

displaying the Playground Project  

Shirts 
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