SONS%
S==AMERICAN

LEGION

Sons of The American Legion

P

*x Kk
* Kk

Ihe Lride’’

Editor: Bill Matoska
Co-Editor: Bill Hill

~——

Detachment of Maryland

www.mdsal.org

Volume 2025/2026: Issue 2 2

Winter Issue - November 8, 2025

Commander’s Corner

It is hard to believe we are already
preparing to attend our second
Detachment Executive Committee
Meeting of the year, which will be
held on Saturday, November 8th,
1:00pm at Towson Post 22. Time flies
when you are having fun! Remember,
we will be collecting new unwrapped
toys at this meeting in support of
Toys For Tots. I am encouraging
everyone to participate. If you are
unable to attend the meeting, please

was created to educate our members
and boost support of all of our
programs. Together, we can make an
impact! All participating Squadrons
will receive a Certificate of
Recognition, as well as receiving an
invite to an end of the year
celebration picnic! Any Squadron
completing the entire board will be
entered into a raffle to win a set of
custom cornhole boards! For
additional questions, please reach
out to our Commander’s Challenge
Coordinator, Jerry Hudson at

reach out to your DEC'men or Region jhudsoniii@comcast.net

to deliver any donations on your
behalf. Help us put smiles on the
faces of those children less fortunate
this holiday season!

Donations supporting our
Commander’s Project, Patriot Point,
are well under way. Thank you to all
who have already supported this
important and life-changing project
for our nation’s heroes. With your
continued support we will have a new
and improved fire pit with safe access
for all those visiting Patriot Point to
enjoy. I welcome everyone to visit
patriotpoint.org to learn more about
this special retreat. Should you have
questions about our project or to
schedule a fundraiser, please reach
out to Project Chairman, PDC Joe
Lohman at squadron6o@verizon.net

BINGO! Our Commander’s
Challenge for the year has been
disseminated to all Squadron
Commander’s Adjutants and
Advisors via email. This challenge

The Detachment Leadership
Caravans have begun! At the time of
this article, we completed our first
caravan in Western Maryland
starting in Oakland. Additional Posts
visited during the three-day trip were
Hancock, Barton, Cumberland,
Boonsboro & Emmitsburg. The best
part of being Detachment
Commander is visiting our Posts and
spending time with our members
that work so hard to support our
organization and programs. You are
all doing great things! A special shout
out to our newly chartered Barton,
Squadron 189. These gentlemen are
off to a strong start! Welcome to the
family Squadron 189! Thank you to
our Department Commander Nikki
Randolph and Auxiliary President
Kyrese Johnson and the entire
caravan team for making this trip so
special! Next caravan, Southern
Maryland! Please know, we do our
best to visit as may Posts as possible,
as our busy schedules allow and we
hope to see YOU soon!

As a reminder, the Detachment is
now utilizing a new email campaign
platform to improve
communications. If you are a
Squadron Commander, Adjutant or
Advisor and you have not been
receiving emails from the
“Detachment of Maryland”, please
check your spam/junk folders and
accept. If you have not received
emails or would like to be added to
our email distribution list, please
reach out to Assistant Adjutant
Michael Brison with your contact
info at esradjutant@gmail.com.

I thank you all for the great things
you do. Every member plays a vital
role in the success of our
organization. I encourage everyone
to get out into your communities,
support your fellow Squadrons and
attend Region and Detachment
Meetings. We can all learn from each
other and there is nothing better
than the friendships and camaraderie
we share together.

Yours in Service,
Jason C. Miller

Detachment of Maryland
Commander

"Sons Honoring Veterans Everyday"

(Continued on page 2)
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Adjutant®s Corner

Fall D.E.C.: The next Detachment
Executive Committee Meeting will
be called to order by Commander
Miller, on November 8, 2025 at
1:00 P.M.

The meeting is being hosted at
Towson Post 22, located at 125 York
Road, Towson, MD 21204.

Commission & Committee Meetings
will meet at 11:30 AM prior to the
convening of the DEC session.

Fall N. E. C.: The Fall meeting of
the National Executive Committee
took place in Indianapolis, IN on
October 3-5, 2025 where 15
members from the Detachment of
Maryland were in attendance. As a
side story while attending the Fall
NEC, the Detachment of Maryland
chartered a group known as the “Ta-
Ta Tribe” 10+ years ago in the
month of October at the Fall NEC to
support Breast Cancer Awareness
Month under the guidance of Chief
George “Black Toe” Grossnickle. For
a fee of $20, one can get their pinky
painted in red nail polish as a fun
and unique means to raise funds to
assist in this endeavor to find a cure
of this disease. Once again we were
successful in this endeavor raising
$2,800 during this past NEC
weekend. This brings our grand
total to exceed $30,000 since the
Ta-Ta Tribe’s inaugural pow wow
began. With the passing of Chief
Grossnickle, PNC Cliff Smith from
the Detachment of Massachusetts
was elevated to chief of the tribe and
asked me to pass along his thanks to
the members of the Detachment of
Maryland for their continued
commitment to this most worthy
cause. The next time while
traveling in the month of October
and you wonder why you have come

across dozens of male travelers in
the airports with their pinky painted
red, you now have your answer. All
donations are accepted.

National S.A.L. Appointments:
The National Organization of the
Sons of The American Legion
appoint and re-appoint members to
serve the National Organization in
various capacities every year at the
October meeting of the NEC. The
Detachment of Maryland is well
represented on the National level of
which I will list for your information
and to offer each congratulations for
their appointment and to thank
them for their service to the Sons of
The American Legion. The first is
the appointment of PNC JR Hall as
Chairman and PNC Chuck Gannon
as Vice Chairman to the Sons of The
American Legion Commander’s
Advisory Committee. This
committee has oversight of All
operations of the Sons of The
American Legion on the National
level and serves as the Liaison
between the SAL and The American
Legion National Internal Affairs
Division. Yours truly is serving as
Chairman of the Committee for all
National Appointments, PDC Bill
Hill is Chairman of the Internal
Affairs Commission, Commander
Jason is Vice Chairman of the
National Membership Committee,
Vice Commander John Davies is
serving on the VE & E Commission,
Vice Commander Donnelly is
serving on the Legislative
Commission, PDC Obremski is on
the Member Training &
Development Committee, and
Alternate NEC Mark Fayer is a
member of the Veteran Affairs
Commission.

Yours In Service,

Bill Matoska
matoskaw@yahoo.com
Detachment Adjutant
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Commander’s Project
”Patriot Point”

As many of you know, we had a great
start with Commander Miller’s
project to build an upgraded firepit
area along with a handicap walkway
from the main building to the firepit
area at Patriot Point in Cambridge,
Maryland.

At the last DEC meeting, I played a
brief video illustrating the mission of
Patriot Point. This is such an
important organization that
supports our veterans and provides
a safe, secure and tranquil outdoor
recreational retreat facility for
wounded, ill, and injured, active-
duty service members, veterans,
their families and caregivers who
face daily struggles related to their
time spent defending our great
nation.

For those who were unable to see the
video, you can play it back at
https://voutu.be/JPLm47 ivYo

We all now have a chance to visit
Patriot Point in person as they will
be holding tours for the American
Legion family on November 2nd,
2025, AND March 15, 2026. The
tour will begin around 10:30am for
both dates. We will send updates via
email and social media as we get
closer to the tour dates.

Another important date is the
Detachment Drawdown on March 7,
2026. All proceeds from this event
will benefit Commander Miller’s
project. We will provide additional
information regarding this event in
the Winter edition of the ‘Pride’
newsletter.

Remember, let us know of any
fundraisers you may be having to
support this project. If you have any
additional questions regarding the

(Continued on page 3)
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Detachment Commanders Project,
feel free to contact me at
squadron6o@verizon.net

Joe Lohman
Detachment of Maryland
Commanders Project Chairman

‘mmembership°®

The hunt for membership is going
well! As of this writing, the
Detachment is ahead of the National
goal of 25% by October 15t with a
renewal rate of 27.736%. The
Detachment is 569 members ahead of
this point last year.

The Eastern Region has been doing a
lot of “digging” and leads the hunt
with 35.601% renewal for a total of
1533 members having renewed. In
second place is the Southern Region
with a 29.980% renewal rate and
1076 members. Hunting close behind
is the Eastern Region with 29.124%
renewal rate and 1001 members. In
fourth place is the Western Region
with 20.627% renewal and 1355
members having renewed to date.
The weather is cooling; I have no
doubt the mountain guys will pick up
the pace of the hunt and catch the
flatlanders!

This year, we need to push for
membership retention. Last year, the
Detachment had a retention rate of
90.53%, that’s pretty good but we can
do better.

Membership retention can be
difficult. Statistics show that if we
can keep a new member in the SAL
for three years, we will have them for
life.

One good way to keep a new member
around is to get them involved. I call
it “adopt a son”. When your
squadron gets a new member, make
them feel welcome. It can be difficult
joining a Legion. Many of us have
been members for years. We know
our fellow members by name. It can
be very difficult for a new member to
get to know everyone. Introduce the
new member to the others at the post
and make them feel like they are a
part of the American Legion family.

Get their phone number and get them
involved in your squadron’s activities,
encourage them to come to meetings.
Tell them what the SAL stands for, we
are the “Proud possessors of a
priceless heritage” honoring our
father’s service by helping veterans,
children and the community at large.

If you “adopt a son”, show them that
the Legion is not just an inexpensive
place to eat and drink, that we are the
largest Veterans Service organization
in the country, and we do great work
for the community, we can retain
them and make them a Sons of The
American Legion member for life!

Yours in service,

John Davies
1st Vice Commander
2026 Membership Chairman

Americanism Report

After returning from the NEC
meeting at Indianapolis, I have ideas
and requests to give to all squadrons
based on what we saw and heard from
Detachments around the country.
Maryland, as always, was well
represented but we can always grow
and learn. I took away several points
from the meetings and talks I had
with various individuals.

The USA250 Challenge was an
important part of the Americanism
meetings and the overall NEEC
meeting itself. National Commander
Bill Clancy IIT has committed to 250
workouts and encourages all of us to
do something as well, either in part of
a group or on our own. I am doing
250 miles this year, and I would like
everyone to find something they can
do. There is no challenge too small.
So please check out the website at
https://www.legion.org/get-

involved/community-programs/
usa250/challenge

The big push of the Americanism
committee from the Legion side was
the Junior Sports Shooting. They
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want to increase the number of Posts
that had a shooting program. If any
squadron wants to help spearhead it,
they suggested just getting a $130
rifle for practice before upgrading to
the normal rifle used in competitions.
If you have more questions, check out
https://mdlegion.org/JSS.htm

American Legion Baseball is a
program for boys age 13 to 19.
However, adults can both coach and
volunteer. If you have a young one
who wants to play or you are
considering volunteering or coaching,
please reach out to your post to see
about starting or finding a team for
you. Find out more at
www.mdlegion.org/baseball.htm

The Department of Maryland
Oratorical Scholarship Competition is
another program for high school
students. It develops knowledge of
the Constitution as well as the skills
to think and speak clearly and
critically. The time is coming up for
registration, so if you know a boy or
girl who would excel in this, please
find out of your post sponsors a
contest or find one of those that does.
Find out more at https://
www.mdlegion.org/oratorical.htm

Boys State wrapped up on June 215t of
this year, and we are proud of all our
young men who graduated. The
Department of Maryland is always
looking for more participation and
more squadrons to sponsor a youth. If
your squadron is not sponsoring
anyone, see if you can for next year.
Also, reach out to your local high
schools to see if there are young men
interested in the week. Find out more
at https://www.mdlegion.org/

boysstate/

Americanism encompasses all this
and more. Programs such as the NEF,
Scouting America and Flag
Replacement are equally important.

Make sure your squadron is looking
(Continued on page 4)
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out for these programs all year long.
If you have any questions about any
of these programs, from
participation to starting your own,
do not hesitate to reach out to me if
you have questions or issues.

Yours in God and Country,

Michael Donnelly
Americanism Chairman/
2nd Vice Commander
mdonnelly119@gmail.com

410-926-5584

FLAG REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

The Sons of The American Legion
continue to show pride in our
country by replacing worn and faded
flags in our communities. Whether at
schools, cemeteries, veterans’
memorials, or local businesses, this
program reminds every one of the
respect our flag deserves.

Every Squadron can take part. Take
a look around your community — if
you see a flag that needs to be
replaced, step in and offer to help.
It’s a small act that makes a big
impact, showing our neighbors that
the S.A.L. is committed to honoring
our nation and its veterans.

Let’s set a goal for each Squadron to
replace at least one flag before the
end of the year. Together, we can
ensure the American flag continues
to fly proudly across our
Detachment.

Gabe Dorsey,

Youth Commander
443-388-6040
Gdorseyo7@icloud.com

THE BOYS STATE UPDATE
REPORT:

Greetings Detachment of Maryland
and readers of The Pride. My name
is Sawyer Cornelius, Adjutant of
Squadron 228 and your Boys State
sub-committee chairman.

The Boys State committee and staff
gathered at Kent Island Post 2778 on
Sept. 13 for our annual picnic, where
we reviewed this year’s program and
discussed potential changes and
improvements for the 2026 session.
We were honored to welcome special
guest Rocky Berry, director of
Maryland Girls State, who joined us
to explore ways to further connect
the two programs and enhance this
experience for rising high school
seniors each June.

Like Girls State, Boys State
attendance continues to grow as
more students recognize its value
and share their experience with
friends. To keep pace, we need
Legionnaires and SAL members
alike to step up and join our staff.
Learn more about our program and
apply to volunteer at
mdboysgirlsstate.org.

We also ask for help in your local
communities to encourage current
high school juniors to apply for next
year’s program. This weeklong
experience is offered at no cost to the
student or his family, and makes for
an outstanding addition to college,
military academy and career
resumes. Student applications open
in early November at
mdboysgirlsstate.org.

Boys State is truly “a week that
shapes a lifetime.” Let’s ensure the
tradition continues.

Sawyer Cornelius

Chairman
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National Emergency Fund—NEF

Established after Hurricane Hugo in
1989, the National Emergency Fund
has delivered over $11 million in aid
to Legionnaires and Legion posts,
helping prevent post closures and
support recovery.

Once again, this year we are setting a
goal of $8000. This will help ensure
that our veterans get the relief they
need in times of disasters.

Send your donations to...
Detachment Adjutant

William Matoska

3115 Orchard Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21234 (NEF in
the Memo section)

For God and Country
Bill Stem PDC and NEF Chairman

If you need assistance, please
contact... WWW.LEGION.ORG/
EMERGENCY/APPLY

CHILDREN & YOUTH CORNER

As we head into the colder months,
our commitment to Maryland’s
children and families is still burning
strong.

Toys for Tots Wrap-Up

Thank you to all the Squadrons who
helped bring joy to children this
season. Your efforts truly reflect the
spirit of service that defines the Sons
of The American Legion.

Maryland Polar Bear Plunge
Our next event is the Maryland
Polar Bear Plunge, benefiting
Special Olympics Maryland. Our
SAL team currently has four
members — and we’d love to see
more!

Join or donate here: https://
support.somd.org/team/759394

Winter Victory Garden Fun
Even while outdoor gardening rests,
Squadrons can keep the Victory
Garden spirit growing indoors.

(Continued on page 3)
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Invite kids to decorate small pots,
plant a sunflower seed, and compete
to see who can grow tallest by spring.
It’s simple, fun, and keeps young
members involved through winter.

Casey Cares & Child Well-Being
Foundation

As we approach the holiday season,
two key Children & Youth programs
remain priorities:

e Casey Cares Foundation —
supports critically ill children and
their families in Maryland.

Child Well-Being Foundation
(CWF) — funds national programs
that help children in need.

CWEF donation forms are due by

May 31, 2026, so your Squadron’s
contributions count toward the
Detachment total.

Holiday Food Drive Idea
Consider organizing a non-
perishable food drive through your
Squadron youth to support local
families. You can also invite a nearby
Scouting unit to collect and deliver
the donations as part of their Good
Turn service project.

Together, we can keep Maryland’s
SAL programs active, meaningful,
and impactful year-round.

Sean Phelan
Detachment Children & Youth
Chairman

Casey Cares

As the holiday season approaches
let’s remember that everyone doesn’t
have the ability to get out and as
easily as most of us can. Some of
those less fortunate are the families
in the Casey Care’s program. If you
are looking for some place to make
donations Casey will take all kinds of
them, like gift cards for food, cash,
pajamas of all sizes.

For those that might not know,

Casey Cares foundation takes care of
critically ill children and their
families by providing things like
trips to baseball games, football
games, a weekend trip to ocean city,
movies, and pizza night packages.
The detachment has been supporting
this foundation for over 20 years.

Here are a couple events that Casey
is sponsoring, on October 25th, 2025,
is a Rock and Roll Bash from 6pm
till 1130pm at the Recher in Towson
MD and on February 21st, 2026, they
will be holding their annual gala at
the American Visionary Arts
Museum from 630pm till 11pm.

To find out more about Casey Cares
go to their website. CaseyCares.org

Mark Fayer, Sr.
Casey Cares Liaison

DOUGLAS HENLEY MEMORIAL

LAPS OF LOVE
Hello To All,

The 2025 Doug Henley Memorial
Laps of Love event was held at
Overlea Perry Hall Post 130 on June
21st at the detachment cookout.
Thank you to everyone who
fundraised and donated to this
event. Your support is extremely
appreciated for this great program.

We look forward to another great
fundraising year for the 2026 Doug
Henley Memorial Laps of Love. The
event will be held at Overlea Perry
Hall Post 130 on June 20th, 2026,
during the detachment cookout.

So while you are planning your
budgets and donations as a Legion,
Squadron, Unit or as an individual
for the upcoming year. Please think
about helping with these three
programs, Special Olympics, Casey
Cares and CWF by donating to the
Laps of Love.
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Sincerely,
Bobby Miller II

443-986-3493
bdigital262@yahoo.com

Toys for Tots

October is here and so is the
Detachment Toys for Tots drive!
We've set a goal of 300 toys this year
and I feel confident we’ll achieve
that. Is your Squadron participating?
Planning any events to include your
attendees donating a toy for
admission?

The Toys for Tots program is a big
part of our Children & Youth Pillar,
and very worthy of our support.
Those attending the Fall D.E.C.
meeting can bring toys with them.
Otherwise, you can contact your
regional liaison to find where and
when toys can be dropped off.

I received the following information
in response to my inquiry about
obtaining boxes and arranging for
toys to be picked up: “To be
recognized as one of our continued
partners supporting our annual
campaign, please fill out the Google

Form https://
forms.gle/1IVooGWAx55QngfxA6 wit

h all the requested information. This
will also give us a clearer view of how
many boxes are currently out in the
community and their locations. Due
to the government shutdown and
limited Marine access at this time,
we have a tight schedule for
execution and are limited in our
ability to drop off boxes this year. I
appreciate your cooperation with
this process. The Google Form will
allow you to select the day you would
like to pick up boxes and indicate
how many boxes you will need.”.

(Continued on page €)
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Good luck with your collection this
year, and thanks for helping us reach
our goal.

Bob Gambill

Chairman

Scouting America

Currently many of the various
Scouting America units are enjoying
fall adventures and regional
camporees where they can
demonstrate various skills and
interests they have been working to
master. Squadrons are encouraged
to reach out to your local Scouting
units to include them in upcoming
Veteran Day or Christmas related
recognition events. Working with
units in your area offer to host a non
-perishable food collection box for a
couple weeks; have the scouts come
pick up the food as part of their
Good Turn drive. Encourage any of
your Legion Family members who
are active in Scouting, they could be
eligible for the Legion & Scouting
Square Knot Award. Found here:

https://filestore.scouting.org/
filestore/pdf/

American Legion Square-Knot-
Brochure.pdf

Supporting Scouting America’s
mission of developing citizens, who
are engaged in their communities,
helps promote Americanism and the
Legion Pillars to our community and
instill the Legion in those we are
engaged with.

If you have any questions please
contact me at:
Buffalo8265@msn.com

Lenny Wertz

Chairman

1 egislative Alert?

Welcome to Fall my brethren!

With the 119th Congress in session
but now in a Government Shutdown
as of Oct. 4th not much is being done
for our veterans or our country by
them. They have taken their foot off
the gas on various Bills that are very
important to us, and we need to hold
them accountable to pass them into
Law.

The American Legion still needs our
help supporting several Bills and
although our legislators have shut
down the government, “We the
People” must continue contacting
them to support, vote Yes and pass
these important bills into Law

Please continue visiting the
American Legion Grassroots Action
Center at https://
www.votervoice.net/
AmericanLegion/home where you
can set up an account to receive
alerts and using the premade forms,
send a message to your
congressional representatives to
support the bill and make it Law.
You can also contact your legislators
today by phone, mail or email.

Contact you Representatives today:

Andrew P. Harris, M.D. (R), U.S.
Representative, 15t Congressional
District,

Capitol Hill office 202-225-5311, Bel-
Air office 410-588-5670 or Salisbury
office 443-944-8624 or by email at
https://harris.house.gov/

John A. Olszewski, Jr., (D), U.S.
Representative, 20d Congressional
District,

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-3061,
District office # 410- 427- 5725 or by
email at https://

olszewski.house.gov/

SARAH K. ELFRETH, (D), U.S.

Representative, 3rd Congressional
District

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4016,
District Office # 410- 832-8890 or
by email at https://

elfreth.house.gov/

GLENN F. IVEY, Esq. (D) U.S.

Representative, 4th Congressional
District

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-8699,
P.G. Co. office # 240-906-6262 or by
email at
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https://ivey.house.gov/

STENY HAMILTON HOYER,
Esq. (D), U.S. Representative, 5th
Congressional District,

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4131,
Charles County office # 301-843-
1577 or by email at

https://hoyer.house.gov/

APRIL McCLAIN

DELANEY, Esq., (D), U.S.
Representative, 6th Congressional
District

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-2721,
Fredrick Co. office # 202-225-2721
or by email at https://

mcclaindelaney.house.gov/

KWEISI MFUME (D), U.S.
Representative, 7th Congressional
District

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-4741,
Baltimore office # 410-685-9199 or
by email at

https://mfume.house.gov/

JAMIN B. (JAMIE)
RASKIN (D), U.S. Representative,
8th Congressional District,

Capitol Hill office # 202-225-5341,
Montgomery County office # 301-
354-1000 or by email at

https://raskin.house.gov/

We can all help the Legionnaires
advocate for passage of these bills
and reaffirm our dedication to
enhance the quality of life for
veterans through innovative and
effective support mechanisms.

Here are some of the Bills endorsed
by the American Legion.

The “SAVES Act”, (H.R. 2605 and S.
1441), the Service Dogs Assisting
Veterans Act, based on Resolution
No. 134 which is Service Dogs for
Injured Service Personnel and
Veterans with Mental Health
Conditions. This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs and has been amended as of 9
-26-25 per the Congress.Gov
website.

The Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity
Act of 2025, (HR 1423 & S 649)

(Continued on page 7)
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Currently, National Guard and
Reserve servicemembers only earn
credit toward their Post- 9/11 GI Bill
benefits when they mobilize and
deploy for federal missions. When
they are activated under state orders
do not accrue eligibility for Post-
9/11 GI Bill benefits.

The American Legion Family firmly
believes that every day in uniform
counts. This bill has had a hearing in
the Senate and is currently in the
House Veterans Affairs committee
for review.

Major Richard Star Act, (HR 2102 &
S 1032), currently combat-injured
veterans face a reduction in their
retirement pay for every dollar of
disability compensation they receive.
This act aims to rectify this by
allowing combat-injured veterans to
receive both their retirement pay and
disability compensation without
offset. This bill has stalled in
committees & subcommittees of both
the House and Senate since March
2025.

The SHIPS for America Act, (S 410 &
HR 1004)

The Shipbuilding and Harbor
Infrastructure for Prosperity and
Security for America Act (SHIPS) to
improve maritime security of the
United States of America. This
crucial element has been overlooked
for far too long. This act has passed
the House and currently the Senate
has held two readings on the floor
and referred to the Committee on
Commerce, Science and
Transportation.

The Love Lives on Act (S410 & HR
1004)

Our Gold Star Spouses are currently
in a predicament of an untenable
choice for our widows and widowers
between personal happiness and
financial stability. This bill aims to
correct this egregious wrong by
proposing to eliminate the age limit
for remarriage without loss of
benefits, allow remarried surviving
spouses to retain education benefits,
preserve commissary and exchange
benefits for remarried spouses,

enable remarried spouses to regain
TRICARE benefits if the subsequent
marriage ends and abolish the “Hold
Themselves out to be married”
clause, an outdates law causing
unnecessary fear and inhibiting
freedom.

This bill has stalled in committees
and subcommittees of both the
House and Senate since March 2025.

Please go to https://
www.votervoice.net/

AmericanLegion/home and submit
the auto-generated forms supporting
these bills and let you Congressmen
and women know that you are
holding them accountable to get
these acts passed into law.

Andrew P. Harris, M.D. (R), U.S.
Representative, 15t Congressional
District, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne’s,
Caroline, Talbot, Dorchester,
Wicomico, Worchester and Somerset
counties & parts of Baltimore, Carrol
and Harford Counties.

For God and Country

Darryl English (Sq. 218),
Legislative Chairman
ESR DEC

Vice Commander, ESR

VAVS Variety

Honoring Our Veterans and
Supporting Their Care

I encourage everyone to take time to
stop by a Veterans facility and thank
the men and women who have
served our great country. Your
presence and appreciation can make
a lasting impact on those who
sacrificed so much for our freedoms.

As a reminder, the Sons of The
American Legion (SAL) proudly
support The American Legion in
promoting a wide variety of
programs that benefit veterans, their
families, and our communities. SAL
members actively assist their local
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Posts in various initiatives such as:
Veteran’s programs

VA home and hospital volunteerism
Children and Youth projects
Community fundraising efforts

One key area of service is through
the VA Voluntary Service (VAVS)
program, a vital partnership between
the Department of Veterans Affairs
and veteran service organizations,
including The American Legion. SAL
members can serve as VAVS
volunteers alongside American
Legion and Auxiliary members.

How SAL Members Can Get
Involved:

To volunteer, members should
contact:

Tom Deal- Perry
Point tom.deal@verizon.net

Bob Manzo- VA Clinics
bmanzo1085@yahoo.com

Drain Plummer El- Baltimore VA

ikon69@icloud.com

Robert Filippi- Lock Raven
kassbob@aol.com
Jim Alexander- Charlotte Hall

jimalex83@verizon.net

Darryl English- Heroes Haven

englishstai4@msn.com
Michael Watts- BeTheOne

lakehousemw@yahoo.com

What Volunteers Do:

SAL members serving through VAVS
may:

Provide companionship to veterans

Assist with recreational and
therapeutic activities

Help transport veterans to and from
appointments

(Continued on page §)
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Support administrative functions at
VA facilities

Why It Matters:

Volunteering through VAVS is not
only a way to give back—it’s a
meaningful opportunity to honor
veterans’ service, strengthen our
communities, and experience the
personal rewards of helping others.

Let’s continue to show our respect
and gratitude by supporting those

who’ve given so much for our nation.

Thank you,
Mike Anderson

VAVS Chairman
443-413-9289

VA Clinics
Greetings,

I will highlight different VA Clinics
throughout the year, starting with
the Cambridge VA Clinic.

Cambridge Clinic
830 Chesapeake drive
Cambridge MD 21613
410-228-6243
Hours: M-F 8AM to 4:30PM
Services provided:
Audiology and Speech
Mental Health
Military Sexual Trama Care
Optometry
Podiatry
Primary Care
Prosthetics and
Rehabilitation
Pulmonary Medicine
Social Work
Telehealth
Urology
Woman Veteran Care

Please let your veteran population
know about this clinic and its
services.

Yours in Service,
Bob Manzo

VA Clinics Representative

Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

“the only Veterans Home in the
state”

Gentlemen,

Our veterans at Charlotte Hall
Veterans Home continue to
deserve our love, respect, and
support. As the holidays approach,
many of them won’t have family
nearby or anyone to visit — and
that’s where we can make a
difference. Sometimes, just stopping
by to say hello, shake a hand, or
share a story can mean more than
we’ll ever know.

Commander Miller, who has
always been dedicated to helping our
veterans, would deeply appreciate
your continued commitment as well.
Take a little time to visit — listen to
their stories, share a few laughs, and
let them know how much they're
valued. I promise you, the joy and
gratitude you'll see in their eyes will
stay with you long after you leave.

If you’d like to make a monetary
donation, it will help the staff
continue planning special activities
and events that bring happiness to
the residents. You can also work
with your Squadrons to plan a
visit or sponsor an event — anything
that reminds our veterans they’re not
alone.

From my own experience, I also
want to share some information that
might help those who know a
veteran in need of long-term care.
Charlotte Hall Veterans

Home is a well-established and
compassionate facility dedicated to
providing quality care for our
veterans.

If you know of a veteran whose
family can no longer attend to their
needs, Charlotte Hall may be an
excellent option. Here’s what you’ll
need to know for admission:
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e The veteran must be either
enlisted in Maryland or a
current resident of Maryland.

¢ You'll need a copy of their DD-
214 (discharge papers).

e Include all financial
information, such as Social
Security, retirement income, and any
investments.

e Provide medical records,
along with an updated health
assessment so the nursing staff can
fully understand their needs.

Finally, families are encouraged to
make funeral arrangements in
advance and place them in an
irrevocable trust, helping to ease
future burdens and ensure their
loved one’s wishes are honored with
dignity.

The staff at Charlotte Hall are caring
professionals who go above and
beyond to make every veteran feel

respected, supported, and at home.

Let’s continue to show these heroes
that they are never forgotten —
that their courage, sacrifice, and
service continue to inspire us all.

Included is a copy of their Wish
List for anyone who would like to
contribute in another way.

With gratitude and respect,

For God and Country
Jim Alexander PDC
CHVH Representative

Heroes Haven, Inc.

Heroes Haven has just partnered
with Frontline Gardens to build 2
raised bed gardens for a 1st
responder and an Army Veteran.
Therapeutic gardening helps
veterans and first responders injured
in the line of duty and/ or those
suffering from Post Traumatic Stress
(PTS) with Mental and physical
health as they grow their own
produce.

Our Muzzle Loader Deer Hunt for

(Continued on page J)
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Veterans and 1st responders will take
place the week of October 13th, 2025.
We will welcome 5 new Heroes and 7
returning alumni (aka Repeat
Offenders)

Our Heroes are welcomed in for
fellowship, comradery and deer
hunting for both Whitetail and Sika
deer in both Maryland and
Delaware. We look forward to
providing this once in a lifetime
experience for our Heroes every
year.

We are blessed to have tremendous
support from the Dor-Wic Post 218
and its Legion Family. We will utilize
the facility for our base of operation
again for 2025 and would like to say
“Thank You” for their continued
support.

Please go online at
www.heroeshaven.org and on
Facebook at Heroes Haven, Inc. to
learn more about our organization
and stay informed with upcoming
events.

We ask for your continued support
helping us help our injured veterans
and 1%t responders by providing
outdoor activities and veterans
support in a multitude of ways.

Darryl English

Heroes Haven, Inc.
Executive Committee Member

Perry Point VA Medical Center

Center for Development & Civic
Engagement.

Perrypoint is open to all volunteers.
If you want to plan a visit, host a
party or just talk to our veterans,
Contact Brandi Sima at 410-642-
1038. Donations are requested for
the upcoming holidays.

Perry Point volunteers needed:

Red Coat Ambassadors, Thursday
mornings 8:00 a.m. — Noon, Coffee
Volunteer Monday or Fridays 8 a.m.
— Noon, Sunday 9 a.m. Protestant

Service escorts Roving musicians on
CLC unit Escorts (morning &
afternoon)

Perry Point item needs: Full size
body wash, shampoo, deodorant
Razors (at least triple blade)

Vet Center volunteer needs:

Elkton and Baltimore Vet Centers
are looking for weekday front desk
help answering phones and greeting
veterans

Again if you want to host a party you
can contact Brandi Sima at 410-642-
1038

Follow VA Maryland on Facebook
for VA Maryland volunteer updates!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
vamhesvolunteers

PDC Tom Deal
Perry Point VA Rep.

Fisher House

Did you know that Fisher House
offers “a home away from home” at
no cost for families of patients
receiving medical care at military
treatment facilities. Each Fisher
House offers comfortable
accommodation that allows military
families to focus on the medical care
and recovery of their loved one. The
houses have well-stocked community
kitchens and inviting living rooms
with libraries. Other features
include a playroom with toys for
children at select houses, laundry
facilities, housekeeping services, and
common area computers with
internet access.

However, Fisher House still needs
help with support not only in
monetary donations but also that of
non-perishable items and I know
that the Detachment of Maryland
and the rest of the American Legion
Family can help step up. A full
WISH LIST available at the
upcoming DEC for all in attendance
to take back to their home post /
squadron. But did wish to list some
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items right now as a priority on their
list and since everyone goes
shopping, I ask for any and all for
assistance to pick up any of the items
and set up a collection spot at your
post home. Arrangements will then
be made to collect the items
collected.

Paper towels, Cleaning Masks,
Cleaning Gloves Medium & Large
(Nitrile Latex Free), Dryer Fabric
Softener Sheets, Keurig K Cups,
Toilet Paper.

Again, the full list of items will be
available at the DEC meeting for all.
Let’s all get together as a Legion
Family and help support that
families of the Veterans who have
done so much for us and show we
are Sons Honoring Veterans
Everywhere.

Respectfully,
PDC Mike Obremski
Community Affairs - Fisher House

BE THE ONE

VETERAN'S SUICIDE
PREVENTION

Over the last year or more many
people both within the American
Legion and outside the American
Legion have approached me and
have inquired as to what does '""'BE
THE ONE" mean? Here is the
answer I give them from the
American Legions definition.

"BE THE ONE, at its core, is The
American Legion's top priority, a
mission to reduce the number of
veterans and service members who
die by suicide. It involves everyone
throughout the entire American
Legion Family.

Be the One, a concentrated effort to
save the lives of veterans and service
members with the Be the One
mission by fostering a culture that
encourages seeking help for mental

(Continued on page 10)
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health issues, raising awareness of
available resources, and equipping
community members with suicide
prevention training". It's "okay to
not be okay" and empowers
individuals to "Be the One". To check
in on veterans, listen when they need
to talk and reach out to the
veterans".

As members of the Sons of The
American Legion let us Be the One to
set an example. Act in a way for
others to imitate or inspire others to
behave in a similar manner. We need
to set the standard which can be
followed by others.

As stated before, I am here to help
each person within each post to Be
the One within your post. You need
to reach out to me and let me know.

American Legion Post 130 in Perry
Hall, Maryland had an event on
September 13, 2025, were we set the
marker to Be the One in our
community. With over 50 volunteers
from our post, along with other
members of our post, the large
business support throughout the
State of Maryland, we brought
veterans and their family members
together for event that many will
remember for years to come. We not
only had a great time with our vets,
their families and friends, but we
had the Maryland Veterans Affairs
Office there to assist the veterans
with their needs. We believe we may
have saved a few lives along the way
with this great event. -

If you want to find out what you can
do to help veterans with the Be the
One program at your post. Reach out
to me and I be glad to help you.

Michael Watts
Be The One
Chairman Maryland

Time and DPlace
Committee

That’s right, our 53¢ Convention is
just around the corner. Specific
dates are June 19 to 21, 2026. May
seem like it’s a way off, but my
recommendation is to start to
making plans to be there....

You’ll get an opportunity to catch up
with old friends or make new ones.
Too hear about how we as a
Detachment support the various
programs of The American Legion
and do it with great Pride and
respect to “Our Priceless Heritage”.

Planning on our end is well under
way and we’re looking forward to
being back at the Hilton Garden Inn-
Whitemarsh, where we’ll enjoy the
hospitality of our fellow SAL
members, and Legion Family
members from our entire Maryland
Legion Family.

The details for booking rooms are
available on the Detachment
website: www.mdsal.org. All the
meeting will take place at the Hilton,
and the Saturday afternoon events
such as the Picnic, Horseshoe,
Kornhole will once again take place
at Overlea Perry Hall, Post 130,

Golf and specific registration

information will be detailed in the
convention packages being
distributed at the Winter DEC and
will be updated on our website
www.mdsal.org.

Also, consider submitting a
Convention Ad as early as you want.
We'll take them at any time between
now and May 20, 2025.

Looking forward to another great
convention and if you have
recommendations for any of our
activities, or want to help in any way,

On behalf of the Time & Place
Committee, we look forward to
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seeing you at the convention and if
there are any questions, please let us
know.

For God and Country,
Bill Hill

Chairman

Western Marviand
LRegion

I have a save the date for you. April 18th,
2026, is the date of the Western Maryland
region reception. It will be held at Post 10
Boonsboro. I hope to see all that can make it
there. We will have more info to follow once
the committee starts meeting.

We are hunting for Membership which is key
to keep the great work going. If you have not
received your membership cards, please
reach out to me so that we can get that
straight. Some still owe delegate fees so that
could be the reason why.

We are still looking to fill in some officers for
the 2025-2026 Administration year. We have
15t vice commander, Sargent at Arms and
Historian open. If there is anyone interested,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

The Detachment Commander Jason Miller
has a new theme for this year and that is

Sons Honoring Veterans Every Day!
Please contribute to his Project at Patriot

Point build a larger Fire pit and patio as well
as the walkways down so that all veterans can
enjoy the comradery and discussions around
the fire pit!!

The next Detachment meeting will be on
November 8th at 1:00 PM at Towson post 22.
The next Regional Meeting will be
November 15th at 12:30 at Sykesville
post 223. Our February meeting will
be February 20th at 12:00 PM at Mt
Airy post 191. We unfortunately have
to find another host for the May
Meeting/ elections. Anyone
interested please reach out. First
come first serve.

Thank you and hope to see you
there,

Jerry Hudson
WMR Commander
jhudsoniii@comcast.net

(Continued on page 11)
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Fastern Shore Region
Hello Comrades

The ESR have the hunter’s collecting
membership where we left off last
year as of 10/10/25 we were at
35.601 % we still have a few zeros at
this point but I know that our DEC
hunters will get the job done. Blake
Blackston squadron 77 is at 91.228 %
and has informed me that they will
be at 100 % before the of next week
GREAT JOB.

I ask that everyone keep The Bulldog
in your prayers as he is dealing with
his health issues he continues to stay
active.

Upcoming Events:

Squadron 15 - Turkey cookoff
November 15th

ESR Meeting @ 1:00 Post 15
December 14th

Squadron 296 wild game dinner
February 21st

Let’s have another successful year

ESR Commander
Freddie Taylor

southern Marviand
Region

Greetings and best wishes from the
SAL Southern Maryland Region for
the great “Old Line” state. I hope this
newsletter finds you all hale and

hearty.

We are fast approaching the end of
the year, and I am personally looking
forward to some very special days
and events that promise wonderful
times and great memories. First, we
await that visit from the Great
Pumpkin on Halloween as we
accompany ghosts, goblins and

costumed tykes around the
neighborhood. I encourage you to
get out, stretch your legs and help
shepherd the kids to a great
outcome. Next, we have Veteran’s
Day which falls on Tuesday,
November 11 this year with many
events being held. Be sure to check
in with your local Post for
opportunities to honor and fete our
Veterans as they deserve. There are
some great on-going programs like
“Wreaths Across America” and
“Tunnels to Towers”. You can truly
“Be the One” in your own special way
this year.

Then we have Thanksgiving to look
forward to as we gather around the
table with family and friends to
sample wonderful food and drink
and listen to football on the TV. And
finally, we end the first quarter of the
215t century with a celebration of
Christmas and the ringing of another
New Year. For Christmas, be sure to
go over the “Wish List” put together
in support of our veterans living at
the Charlotte Hall Veterans Facility.
Holidays can be a lonely time for
many Veterans, and it is so easy to
brighten up on Veteran’s Day there.
Again “Be the One”.

Other worthy causes to consider
would be our Detachment
Commander’s Project to construct a
modern Fire Pit at Patriots Point
easily accessible to all veterans and,
Yours Truly, SMR Commander Jerry
Darnell’s daring plunge into the
frigid, shark infested waters of the
Chesapeake Bay! All of my plunge
event pledge monies go to
Maryland’s Special Olympians.

The SMR will accept monetary
donations (checks preferred) along
with your guidance for any “Wish
List” (or other program) item(s) and
will, as needed, procure items and
have them delivered to the Charlotte
Hall facility in good time. Please
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address checks to:

SAL Southern Maryland Region,
5609 Bounds Ave, Laurel, MD 20707

And remember, if you are hosting
events over the holidays, ask for
volunteer assistance from your local
Boy Scout troop, Middle Schools
and/or High schools. Both Scouts
and students alike need to
accumulate service hours, and we
always look to on-board new
members.

I now humbly ask that you all take a
moment and reflect on the many
blessings that have been bestowed
on us as well as the array of
challenges that we all face and then
decide where or how we can make a
positive difference in the lives of our
family members and our
communities.

So, down to SMR business; we are
currently second on the regional list
and only slightly behind the
quarterly goal. Anyone needing help
motivating the cadre to renew
memberships needs to contact their
DEC person soonest so that we can
then work together and get the
membership numbers trending
upward. For Detachment Executive
Committee contact information,
please reach out to me, Jerry Darnell
at (240-508-7269). Below
is a short list of SMR events.

2025 - SMR Event Dates, Times
and Locations

SMR DEC Meeting (Fall)
— Nov 23 @ 1:00 pm
— Colmar Manor Post 131

2026

SMR DEC Meeting (Winter)
— Feb 215t @ 1:00 pm —
Hughesville Post 238

Oyster Bowl
— Apr 11th @ TBD -

(Continued on page 12)
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Laurel Post 60

SMR DEC Meeting (Spring)
— Apr 19th @ 1:00 pm —
College Park Post 217

Squadron Form Submission -
Cut Off Date  — May 29t

SMR DEC Caucus
—Jun 6th @ 2:00 pm -
Youth Camp, Cheltenham
AL/Unit/SAL Southern Region
Reception — Jun 6t @ 3:00 pm
— Youth Camp, Cheltenham

Have a great holiday!
For God, country and our veterans

Commander Jerry Darnell

NEC Undate!?

I bring you greetings from our SAL
National Commander William “Bill”
Clancy from New York, who was
elected at National Convention in
Tampa Florida. We just completed
the Fall NEC meetings in
Indianapolis, on October 3-5. Great
meeting with a wealth of
information. Commander Clancy is
scheduled to be with us during Mid-
Winter conference January 30 to
February 1 in Ocean City and is
planning on plunging at Polar Bear
Plunge at Sandy Point.

He has a goal of setting a new record
surpassing the 400,000 members
this year. BE THE ONE, IS STILL
THE FOCUS TO HELP END Veteran
Suicide. The American Legion
created a 250 Challenge to celebrate
the nation’s semi-quincentennial
celebration. With this being 250th
anniversary of our country they are
asking all Americans to get involved
in one of three things: physical
fitness, service or mental health.
We're asking everybody to create
some activity centering around the
idea of 250. Commander Clancy’s
plan is to do 250 workouts as he
travels the country and a second
component to plant 250 trees this
year around the country and have
them named after local veterans in

the local communities.

The challenge is very simple, just do
something to add up to 250. Do 250
hours of volunteer service, Walk or
run 250 hours or miles, anything to
equal 250. You can register at USA
250 Challenge or at
legion.myeventscenter.com. There
are so many programs within The
American Legion, surely you can find
one of interest to you. From Children
and Youth to Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation to Americanism to
National Security the list is almost
endless.

The SAL membership nationwide
went over the 400,000-member
mark for 2025 and we are looking to
exceed this year’s goal in 2026 and
are currently collecting for 2026
year. We need any and all volunteers
to join us and lend a hand. The Sons
support the American Legion by
providing money, manpower,
personnel to volunteer and help do
what needs to be done. There is so
much joy in working together on a
fundraiser for veterans, children or
the Community.

We work hard to raise funds then the
comradeship from working together
is great and the feeling is like no
other to see what you have helped
many others in need. To see more
information about what we are doing
you can go to the Sons of The
American Legion web site for a full
list of what we do.

Tom Deal

National Executive Committeeman
Detachment of Maryland

Sons of The American Legion
National Awards for the Detachment

Sharing a list of awards, which the
Detachment received during the
National Convention in Tampa, FL

- All Time High 2025 Membership
Ribbon

- 2025 Membership 100 Percent
Detachment

- 2025 90 Percent Renewal
Membership Award
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- National Emergency Fund Regional
Per Capita Award

- Veterans & Children Foundation-
1st Detachment to Reach Goal

- Veterans & Children Foundation-
Detachment to Donate Over Goal

- The Harry W. Colmery Legacy
Award- VCF #1 Detachment in Total
Contributions

- Commander's Choice Award-
Squadron of the Year: Overlea-Perry
Hall Squadron 130

- National History Book Contest/
Best Squadron- Harry White Wilmer
Squadron 82

- National Squadron Commander of
The Year- Jeff Davis Squadron 18 -
John White

Also listed in the back of this this
edition is a listing of the Donations
and Accomplishments on a National
level. This shows you just how proud
we are as an SAL member to
support The American Legion.

Special Olympics

The Detachment of Maryland is once
again the primary sponsor for the
Bowling competition for Special
Olympics. The event begins with
Regional competitions that will take
place on November 16, 2025 at the
following locations; Ellicott City,
Gaithersburg, Cumberland, and at
Crofton. Let’s show our support and
sportsmanship at each of these
regional events. The location for the
finals is still tentative and will be
shared with everyone once the final
location is confirmed.

Don’t forget to join the American
Legion Family at the Polar Bear
Plunge at Sandy Point State Park on
Friday, January 30, 2026 starting at
10:00 AM. Go to the registration link
online and either register or sponsor
someone that will be plunging in the
frigid Chesapeake Bay that day. For
more information reach out to me.

Mitch Matoska, Chairman
mwilson.88 @hotmail.com



Consolidated Reports Summary

Sons of The American Legion
Published: July 22, 2025

2024-2025 Accomplishments

National Overall Totals Pillar Donations Hours Hours Value*
Dollars Donated $12,150,235 Americanism $5,379,768 6,570,287 $228,580,267
Hours Volunteered 7,740,001 Children & Youth $1,675,501 345,958 $12,035,861
Value of One Vol. Hour* $34.79 Vets Affairs & Rehab. $2,274,325 249,837 $8,691,838
Volunteer Hours Value $269,274,628 Vets Employ & Edu. $134,989 32,307 $1,123,961
Total Volunteer Value $281,424,863 Internal Affairs $2,685,652 541,613 $18,842,701
Americanism Children and Youth
Boys State / $404,976 in Donations to Boys State / Gitls State CWF $297,511 in Donations to Child Well-Being Found.
Girls State with 46,549 Hours of Participation with 84,969 Hours of Participation
Legion Ed. $19,711 in Donations to 5-Star / 10-Ideals Progs. Special $247,187 in Donations to Special Olympics
Programs with 15,564 Hours of Participation Olympics with 75,237 Hours of Participation
$245,337 in Donations to Flags Presented (All) Children's $44,749 in Donations to Children's Miracle Net.
with 855,050 Hours of Participation Miracle Net. with 62,087 Hours of Participation
Flag Programs
. . Ronald . .
437,794 Flags Presented (All Sizes / Events) McDonald $20,881 in Donations to R. McDonald House
with 2,175 Hours of Participation
House
Flag Education _ $37,268 in Donations to Flag }.Edu_cation Progs. Children's Organ _ $67,688 in Donations to Chil_d._ Or.g Trans. Assn.
with 35,548 Hours of Participation Transplant Assn. with 3,465 Hours of Participation
Other Ed. $688,251 in Donations to Scholarships Awarded TAL Vets. & $82,223 in Donations to T.A.L. Vets. & Child. F.
Programs with 19,561 Hours of Participation Child. Found. with 14,696 Hours of Participation
Oratorical $18,815 in Donations to Oratorical Contest Other C&Y $915,263 in Donations to Other C&Y Projects
Contest with 4,006 Hours of Participation Projects with 103,329 Hours of Participation

$287,500 in Donations to Colotr Guard

Color Guard

with 107,967 Hours of Participation Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Community $1,613,514 in Donations to Other Organizations VAMCs & $281,271 in Donations to VAMCs & Facilities
Service with 4,816,041 Hours of Participation Facilities with 34,469 Hours of Participation
Scoutin $260,704 in Donations to Scouting State Vets $184,280 in Donations to State Vets Facilities
4 with 122,726 Hours of Participation Facilities with 18,059 Hours of Participation
Jr. Shooting $92,758 in Donations to Jr. Shooting Sports Nat'l Vets $15,018 in Donations to Nat'l Vets. Assist. Day
Sports with 14,249 Hours of Participation Assist. Day with 5,516 Hours of Participation
Am. Legion $426,654 in Donations to Am. Legion Baseball Op. Comfort $82,117 in Donations to Op. Comfort Warriors
Baseball with 34,908 Hours of Participation Wartiors with 15,680 Hours of Participation
Other Teams ?240,958 in Donations to ()th‘er' Teéms Fisher House ‘ $93,053 in Donations to Flsh'e%r H(?use
with 20,288 Hours of Participation with 8,208 Hours of Participation
Biood Drives $25,134 in Donations to Blood Drives Other VA&R $907,183 in Donations to Other VA&R Projects
with 10,351 Hours of Participation Projects with 167,906 Hours of Participation
Natl' Emer. $136,022 in Donations to Nat'l Emergency Fund Homeless $423,618 in Donations to Homeless Veterans
Fund with 9,749 Hours of Participation Veterans with 26,826 Hours of Participation
Legacy Schol. $85,424 in Donations to Legacy Scholarship Fund Troop & Family $287,784 in Donations to Troop & Family Support
Fund with 7,007 Hours of Participation Support with 60,293 Hours of Participation
Other Amer. $796,742 in Donations to Other Amer. Projects
Projects with 450,725 Hours of Participation Veterans Employment and Education
VE&E Projects _$134,989 in Donations to VE&E P.ro]ccts
Internal Affairs with 32,307 Hours of Participation
Other Totals $2,685,652 in Donations, Not Covered Above

with 541,613 Hours, Not Covered Above *As reported by: Independent Sector in  April 2025 .

2,297 / 5,781 (39.73%) Squadrons Reporting 399,009 Total Members 16 / 614 (2.61%) Districts Reporting
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“Sons Honoring Veterans Everyday”

3115 Orchard Avenue Baltimore, MD 21234

We’re On The Web Visit Us At www.mdsal.org
Follow us on Facebook:

Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Maryland

Detachment of Maryland Meeting Schedule 2025—2026

Past Detachment Commander’s Crab Feed

N~

November 1, 2025 / Overlea Perry Hall Post 130
~

Fall D.E.C. Meeting

2026 Membership Target Date:
November 8, 2025 / Towson Post 22 @ 1pm
SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 10%
OCTOBER 15, 2025 25%

NOVEMBER 13, 2025 35%

Mid-Winter Conference

January 30 to February 1, 2026

All events for this weekend will be at The Grand Hotel

DECEMBER 10, 202 %
5 5% Mid-Term Squadron Officers Training

JANUARY 14, 2026 60% . . .
PDC Ray Edwards Memorial Children & Youth Fundraiser—Draw Down

FEBRUARY 11, 2026 75%
January 31, 2026 (Saturday)

MARCH 11, 2026 80% . .
Winter D.E.C. Meetin
APRIL 8, 2026 90%
February 1, 2026 @ 11am
MAY 13, 2026 100% .
Detachment Commander’s Project Drawdown
**JULY 29, 2026 105%

March 7, 2026 / Perryville

** Delegate Strength Target Date Spring D.E.C. Meeti
pring D.E.C. Meeting

30 days prior to National Convention .
April 11, 2026 / Kent Island Post 278 @ 1pm





